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Post Attachment Resists
500-Pound Load

I:l testing done in November, Testing Engineers of San
candro, Cahif, tound that using an EZ Stairs Bracket in a
post-suppaort astembly met the code requirement for a lateral
load applied at the top of a guardra:l

I test was ;'a:rl'-.'.-':n'ln': on a 24-inch-wide theee-srar acem-

by made with Douglas fir (below). A dxd post was artached o

two paralle] 2x6 stnngers with

o Vsdnch-by-G-inch galva-
nzed Dolts mserted chrough
an EZ Stairs bracket (top
right) and 2%2-inch 0.1, mal.
leable steel washers and nurs
on the outitde of the pow
bottom nght). Progressively
greater lozds were apphed
42 inches up the posr from
the tread unnl rhe assembly
tatled. OF three test tnals, the
lomwesit point of faillure was ar
&0 poLn A4 the b '-I'u ot lsad
withstood was 617 pounds,

The 2006 IRC requires that

a guardrail or handrul wathstand “a [200-pound) single con-
centrated load appled in any direction at any pomnt along the
top.” Bue as descussed in Qheestion & Anguvr i the May/June
2007 msue of PDB, aceepred engineenng pracuce calls for a
JL.'I.'I". factor of 2.5 when Coslun st Ll cOmect o s
the noad 1o test to a H0-pound load.

Adam Burch of EZ Stairs nooes that the bracket can be used

if fetrolis, as well Lanrie Fiden
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